
SKAGIT COUNTY MARINE RESOURCES COMMITTEE 
 

Minutes of the April 13, 2017 Skagit County Marine Resources Committee (MRC) meeting, held at the Port of Anacortes 
 
Attendees: 

• MRC Members Attending: Jay Lind, Kit Rawson, Paul Dinnel , Morty Cohen, Jamey Selleck, Matt Reynolds, Julie 
Barber, Nathan Biletnikoff, Sarah Tchang, Todd Woodard, Betsy Stevenson 

• MRC Members Absent: Phyllis Bravinder, Tracy Alker 
• Others Attending: Pete Haase (Morty’s alternate); Samantha Russell, CVP;  Michael See, SCPW; Maddie Rose, 

CVP volunteer; Liz Dykstra, WA Dept of Health; Summer Smith, WA Dept of Health Intern; Bridget Trosin, 
Washington Sea Grant; Jack Middleton, citizen; Gina Johnson, Salish Sea Steward; Claire Cook, PBNERR 
 

Call to Order and Introduction: Jamey Selleck called the meeting to order at 9:05 a.m. and opened the meeting with 
introductions. 
 
Approval of Minutes: The March 9 2017, MRC meeting minutes were approved as written. 
 
Public Comments:    

• Shellfish Transfer Permit:  Todd Woodard shared that he recently reviewed a Shellfish Transfer Permit 
application from Russel Barsh to transfer Olympia oyster spat out of Fidalgo Bay to Lopez Island.  In the 
application it stated “The Skagit County Marine Resources Committee has been notified of our interest in 
relocating some of these animals and has no objection”.  The Committee expressed some concern about this 
statement since the MRC was never informed of this proposal.  Paul noted that Russel did discuss the project 
with him, and that he had no objections, but he was not speaking on behalf of the MRC.  The Committee agreed 
that the MRC should provide the WA Department of Fish and Wildlife with the correct information for their 
records.   

• Net Pens:  Jay Lind reported that he recently attended a meeting in Olympia about net pens and met Innes Weir 
who runs an aquaculture business.  Jay invited Innes to present at our next MRC meeting on May 11.     

 
Mosquito Monitoring Program, WA Department of Health – Liz Dykstra                        
The Zika virus arrived in the United States, about a year ago.  There are two primary mosquito vectors that transmit the 
virus:  Aedes aegypti and Aedes albopictus.  The Aedes aegypti can also transmit several other tropical fevers like dengue 
fever and yellow fever. There is currently no evidence of these mosquitoes populating here in Washington State. 
However, the ability of Aedes albopictus to adapt to cooler temperatures is of great concern to the WA Department of 
Health. Liz Dykstra oversees the mosquito surveillance for the WA Department of Health in coordination with several 
partners and volunteer organizations.  Liz is seeking a few volunteers to help set traps and collect the mosquitoes.  Traps 
should be set in areas where there is a greater potential for finding invasive mosquitoes (e.g. areas with a lot of shipping 
traffic, ferries, yachts, etc.)  The traps should also be set in secure locations that are protected from potential theft. 
There are several different types of traps and methods that can be used. The Health Department will provide the 
protocol, traps, containers, and all of the shipping and handling materials. Traps will need to be collected and reset twice 
a week, starting now through September. If you know anyone who might be interested in helping with the monitoring, 
contact Liz Dykstra at elizabeth.dykstra@doh.wa.gov. 
 
Northwest Straits Foundation (NWSF) Report:  Jay Lind                                                                

• NWSF Foundation Board Meeting:   The NWSF Board meeting will be taking place next week. Funding is always 
the main topic of discussion.  Tom Cowan is working with State Legislators to get more state funding for our 
MRCs, similar to what the coastal MRCs are currently getting. 

• Recreational Crabber Outreach:  The NWSC and NWSF will continue working together to support the regional 
recreational crabber outreach project to reduce lost pots. MRCs are encouraged to participate.  
 

 
2017 - 2018 MRC Grant Project Proposal Discussion                          

mailto:elizabeth.dykstra@doh.wa.gov


MRC members discussed and finalized the following MRC project proposals and budget for the 2017-2018 MRC Grant 
funding.  All of the proposals fit the criteria requirements in the NWSC Request for Proposals and each has a clear 
linkage to the NWSI Strategic Plan and the Puget Sound Partnership’s Action Agenda.  The Committee voted to approve 
all of the proposals for the 2017-2018 MRC Grant.  MRC Project Leads will meet with the NWSC Staff this Friday, April 
14th for a consultation.  Morty will present the Salish Sea Stewards project proposal at the April 28th NWSC meeting. 
Final proposals are due May 19th. The project period will be from October 1, 2017 to September 30, 2018.   
 

Project Benchmark/s Estimated 
Budget 

Project 
Lead 

Description/Comments 

MRC 
Operations 

NA $24,000 Tracy 
Alker 

Funding would be used to support staff time, supplies and 
refreshments for MRC meetings, MRC grant /contract administration, 
program coordination, MRC display and outreach material updates, 
and MRC member travel costs for MRC conference, NWSC meetings, 
training, and workshops.   

Fidalgo Bay 
Day 

Education & 
Outreach 

  $3,500 Pete 
Haase 

2018 will be the 15th year for Skagit MRC’s signature annual Fidalgo 
Bay Day event.  This educational event is designed to help increase 
public awareness of the marine environment and the creatures that 
live there through the interactive educational displays and other 
hands-on learning activities such as beach seining and marine touch 
tanks.  Each year there has been some tweaking and refining of the 
activities at the event.  Suggestions for improvement are always 
welcome.  Funding would primarily be used for advertising, and 
supplies for kid’s activities, food supplies, and increasing the visibility 
of the MRC.  

Salish Sea 
Stewards 

Education & 
Outreach 

$18,500 Morty 
Cohen 

This proposal will be the 5th year of the Skagit MRC’s signature Salish 
Sea Steward program, and the 4th year in partnership with Coastal 
Volunteer Partnership through the Padilla Bay Foundation.  
Volunteers would receive over 40 hours of classroom training and 10 
hours of additional field training.  In return, volunteers would be 
asked to provide 50 hours of volunteer service. $18,000 would 
primarily be used to support the CVP’s Volunteer Program 
Coordinator’s time and materials to recruit, train, maintain, and 
coordinate volunteers to support Skagit MRC and partner projects 
that protect our local marine resources.  The additional $500 would 
be used to purchase a video camera to record the classes. If a GoPro 
camera is purchased it could also be used for other citizen science 
projects, such as kelp monitoring.  One new thing next year will be a 
nearshore restoration stewardship component.  Volunteers will help 
with planting, plant maintenance, and monitoring at Bowman Bay.  

Kids on the 
Beach 

Education & 
Outreach 

  $5,000 Pete 
Haase 

This would be a pilot project for the MRC.  Funding would be used to 
contract with someone to develop a small pilot program to coordinate 
with one or more school classes and teachers to get some students – 
probably late grade school or middle school – out on the beach to 
learn about, and be involved a bit, with some MRC activities. The 
contractor would examine other existing programs that could be used 
as a model and develop a classroom component and an “on-the-
beach” component for a couple of our projects.  Forage fish, intertidal 
monitoring, and beach seining are examples. These would allow for 
both some learning and also for doing some real science work.   



Project Benchmark/s Estimated 
Budget 

Project 
Lead 

Description/Comments 

Pinto 
Abalone 
Restoration 

Marine Life 
 
Sound 
Science 

$20,000 Paul 
Dinnel 

Funding would be used to contract with the Puget Sound Restoration 
Fund to continue building upon existing outplant efforts of juvenile 
pinto abalone to increase densities and establish a sustainable 
population at the restoration sites in Skagit County, and monitor 
abalone to track survival, growth and movement within the first year. 
One new component will be an experimental outplant of smaller 
abalone. If the survival rate is successful, the ability to outplant 
smaller abalone will save a lot of money and time in the hatchery. 
Unfortunately, if hatchery spawning is unsuccessful, there will be less 
abalone to outplant the following year. If that is the case, the budget 
would be reduced. 

Bowman Bay 
Planting 

Marine 
Habitats 

  $2,000 Jay Lind Funding would be used to contract with the Skagit Fisheries 
Enhancement Group to purchase plants needed to replace those 
plants that didn’t survive, organize volunteer planting parties, and to 
pay for the watering truck.   

Total Budget  $73,000   
  

      
Northwest Straits Commission (NWSC) Report:  Jamey Selleck                                                

• NWSC Meeting Highlights - March 31:  Jamey noted that the meeting was a very short conference call via 
WebEx.  They discussed the survey results from the NWSC Annual Retreat in February and key priorities for the 
coming year.  Rich has been communicating with Peter Best from the Puget Sound Partnership regarding the 
Near Term Action project process and timeline. The NWSC also discussed the uncertainties with the budget.  
Funding is okay for the NWSC and MRCs through September 2018, but is very uncertain beyond that. Rich and 
Tom Cowan are working to secure annual base funding for the MRCs through the state. 

• Next NWSC Monthly Meeting- April 28:  The next Commission Meeting will be held April 28, 2017at Padilla Bay.  
Representatives from each MRC will present one project proposals for the 2017-2018 MRC Grant.  Morty Cohen 
will be presenting Skagit MRC’s Salish Sea Stewards Project Proposal.  MRC members are encouraged to attend. 
 

Administrative Report: Michael See            
• MRC Grant Reports Due - April 18th:  MRC members were asked to send Tracy their quarterly project updates 

and volunteer hours as soon as possible.  For those who already submitted quarterly volunteer hours, thank 
you!   

• MRC “Friend-Raiser”:  Heidi from the Northwest Straits Foundation found two great places for the MRC “Friend-
Raiser” event: H2O (part of the Anacortes Brewery) and the La Conner Brewery.  The Committee decided to host 
the event at H2O the second or third week of May.  A Tuesday or Thursday evening would be best. 
 

Project Status & Discussion                                    
• Bowman Bay Nearshore Restoration:  The next planting party with the Skagit Fisheries Enhancement Group is 

scheduled for May 9th at 10:00a.m.  MRC members are always welcome to help.   
• Tide Pool Interpretive Sign: The sign has been finalized and is now ready for fabrication.  The sign is designed to 

help educate beach visitors about the fragile tide pool ecosystem and how certain behaviors can be harmful to 
the critters that live there.  Samantha said that there is a group of Salish Sea Steward volunteers who are 
working on survey questions to ask beach visitors.  The surveys will be used to help evaluate the effectiveness of 
the sign. 

• Fidalgo Bay Day:  The date for Fidalgo Bay Day 2017 has been set for:  Saturday, August 12, 2017 at the Fidalgo 
Bay RV Resort.  Planning is underway.  Save the Date cards have been distributed. The touch tanks and the State 
Park’s whale skull display will be on display this year. Pete is working on a few new kids activities this year. 
Unfortunately, beach seining might not happen this year because the tides will be too far out.  Pete will be in 
contact with MRC members and volunteers to help with the event.  Pete is also hoping to find a new MRC Project 
Lead to charge in 2018.   



• Salish Sea Stewards:  A record number of 35 people are taking the class this year! 12 people are already on the 
waiting list for next year’s training.  Morty thanked Samantha for doing an excellent job with the training which is 
a bit more work with such a large number of people.  Samantha said that this year’s class is super enthusiastic 
and ready to help with projects.  There is a nice diversity of different age groups, not just retirees.  Classes are 
held Tuesdays from 1:00pm to 5:00pm at Padilla Bay. The last class will be held May 9th followed by a potluck 
from 4:00pm to 6:00pm.  MRC members are encouraged to attend the last class and/or the potluck. Kit 
suggested presenting the Salish Sea Stewards program to the Board of County Commissioners and inviting the 
Salish Sea Stewards to share some of their stories. 

• Olympia Oyster Restoration:  Paul will be working with Whatcom MRC to store some of their seed bags in 
Fidalgo Bay over this upcoming winter.  They will then be planted in Mud Bay in the Chuckanut area next year.  
Paul applied for a transfer permit with the Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) for 
putting out more shell strings and shell bags at the Fidalgo Bay sites for monitoring. Brady Blake from WDFW will 
be working with Paul this summer to plant additional seed along east March’s Point. Paul will work with the 
Samish Tribe and volunteers to move shell from the higher intertidal areas to Weaverling Spit to provide better 
oyster habitat for native oyster settlement in areas where it has been limited so far.  Paul will also work with 
volunteers to monitor the oyster seed planted at Cap Sante Marina last year.  The Olympia Oyster Restoration 
Workshop will be held April 21st in Port Townsend.   

• Pinto Abalone Restoration:  The monitoring work for this year is now complete.  Some additional seeding will 
take place at the six restoration sites in Skagit County.  Preliminary monitoring results indicate that the abalone 
are growing and starting to move around and away from the original seed plots.  However, there is still no 
evidence of any newly spawned abalone at the restoration sites. 

• Kelp Monitoring:  A kelp workshop will be held April 15th in Port Townsend.  The Foundation secured Holly 
Garland as a kelp program intern for the 2017 summer season. 

• Nearshore Monitoring:  The monthly monitoring is continuing at Skagit MRC restoration sites.   
Forage Fish Index Site Surveys:   Monthly surveys continue at Skagit MRC’s three Forage Fish Index sites:  Ship 
Harbor, Similk Bay on the Swinomish Reservation, and Samish Island.  Charlette Thurman, an intern with the 
County, has taken the lead on many of Forage Fish Index Site surveys. WA Department of Fish and Wildlife 
(WDFW) recently held forage fish training at Padilla Bay on April 10th. Erin Dilworth from WDFW is quality 
checking MRC forage fish samples and will send out a summary spreadsheet of quality assurance test results on a 
monthly basis to MRCs. 

• European Green Crab Monitoring:   Washington Sea Grant is overseeing the European Green Crab monitoring 
effort.  MRC Opportunity Funds are being used to pay for Samantha’s time to provide local volunteer 
coordination in Skagit County.  Shell Puget Sound Refinery provided funding for the additional traps and other 
supplies. Monitoring in Skagit County starts tomorrow.  There are several monitoring sites in Skagit County 
including Fidalgo Bay, Padilla Bay, Swinomish Channel, and Kiket Island.  To learn more about the green crab 
program go to:  https://wsg.washington.edu/community-outreach/environmental-threats/invasive-green-crab-
volunteer-monitoring/.   

 
Miscellaneous Events and Announcements:                                                                                                                                

• Anacortes Waterfront Festival – June 3 and 4:  Several organizations are getting together to share a table.  Jay 
and Kit volunteered to help with the MRC display and crabber outreach for a few hours. 

• Shore-Side Beach Cleanup-May 13th:  The MRC is partnering with RE-Sources, The Coastal Volunteer Partnership, 
and the Swinomish Tribe to co-sponsor a shore-side beach cleanup along the Swinomish Channel on May 13th. 

 
The meeting adjourned at 11:02 am. The next MRC meeting will be held Thursday, May 11, 2017, at the Skagit 
County Administration Building (1800 Continental Place), Mount Vernon 
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